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THIS IS WHAT IS NEEDED 
IN RESPONSE 

4 Nurses on strike for 
higher wages at Wel¬ 
lington hospital. 

Students occupying y 
Waikato university. 

Both from last year. 



HEALTH & EDUCATION 
STARVEH OF FUNBS 













voices from the trenches 


Water water everywhere, but not a drop for free 


by KANE FORBES 

20 WATER activists braved 
pouring rain to protest outside 
Metrowater, the Auckland city 
council owned water supply 
company, on Friday night. 

The picket was called by the 
Water Pressure Group, who 
have been fighting against water 
privatisation in Auckland since 
Metrowater was formed. 

Despite heavy rain, a lively 
protest took place. 

While picketers rallied sup¬ 
port, two activists scaled the three 
story Mt Roskill Metrowater HQ, 
hanging a gigantic “Don’t Pay 
Your Water Bills! Join Us!” sign 
over the main entrance.They also 
hung a large sign reading “dump” 
beside the Metrowater logo. 

As the rain bucketed down, 
passers-by showed support by 
giving donations, beeping horns 
and many jokes were passed by 
soaked pedestrians about the 
need for user charges because of 
the “water shortage”. 

To highlight this point the 
Water Pressure fire engine show¬ 
ered the building and cars of 
Metrowater management with 
litres of water. 

Due to the heavy amount 
of rain, traffic had practically 
ground to a halt causing the late 
arrival of the police, who unfor¬ 
tunately missed out on all the 
action. They could barely hide 
their disappointment at having 
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WATER PRESSURE activists picket the entrance to Metrowater, while their banner hangs above. 


to come out in such bad weather 
to find that no one was prepared 
to tell them who had been on the 
building. 

The picket was designed to 
highlight that despite the water 
crises having passed, and the 
promises of City Vision (Labour 
and Alliance) councillors, water 
charges and privatisation are 
still very much on the agenda in 
Auckland. 

Protesters called on Auckland¬ 
ers to join the boycott of waste 


water charges and return their 
water metres to Metrowater. 

There are now groups fight¬ 
ing user-pays water around 
Auckland: 

• The Water Pressure Group 
(Auckland City), Ph: 626 2777, 
627 8892, 376 3838, 846 9825, 
Website: www.water-pressure- 
group.org.nz. Meetings: every 
Wednesday, 7.30pm at the 
Fickling Centre underneath 
the Mt Roskill Public Library, 


Three Kings. 

• Manukau City Water 
Pressure Group: Ph: 267 

0746, 276 7200, 267 8917, 
Email: chris.simmons@ 
paradise.net PO Box 75 007 
Manurewa. 

• Papakura Water Pressure 
Group: Ph: 298 6548, 298 
4148, Box 72 409 Papakura. 

• Citizens Against Privati¬ 

sation (Waitakere City), Ph: 
836 6389, 832 5094, Email: 

capwaitakere@free.net.nz 


Student support for 
Palestinian people 


Union support for^ 

Mumia Abu Jamal 


by KANE FORBES 

ON THURSDAY May 17, at Auck¬ 
land University Campus, 64 
people attended a screening of 

Journey to the Occupied Land, 
a documentary on the conflict 
between Palestinian people and 
the occupying Israeli state. 

The event was a joint initia¬ 
tive of the Socialist Workers Or¬ 
ganisation (SWO) and the newly 
reformed Students for Justice in 
Palestine (SJP) club. Organisers 
hoped to counter the version 
of events presented by the mil¬ 
lionaire’s media—that of unfor¬ 
tunate Israelis forced to defend 
themselves from their aggressive 
Palestinian neighbour. 

The film, by American journal¬ 
ist Micheal Ambrasino, exposed 


the brutal confiscation and oc¬ 
cupation of Palestine by Israeli 
state, highlighting the frustration 
felt by the Palestinians at the fu¬ 
tility of the “Peace Process”. 

There was overwhelming sup¬ 
port for the Palestinian cause 
and many in the room signed the 
“Students for Justice in Palestine” 
club membership list. 

The response was so positive 
that a follow up event has been 
organised for Thursday, 24th, 
with a panel of speakers from 
the SWO and SJP. This event will 
allow time for debate and discus¬ 
sion with a view of organising 
further support for Palestine. 

The meeting will be at 1pm, in 
clubspace at Auckland university. 
* For more information contact 
Michelle on 629 5401. 


by DON FRANKS 

ON MAY 12th over 50 peo¬ 
ple attended a Wellington 
demonstration demanding 
the immediate release of 
radical black US journalist 
Mumia Abu Jamal. 

This rally was part of an 
international campaign to 
free Mumia, who has spent 
years on death row on a 
trumped up charge of mur¬ 
dering a policeman. 

Mumia’s ordeal contin¬ 
ues despite the fact that 
massive international opin¬ 
ion—which includes many 
prominent US lawyers—up¬ 
holds Mumia’s complete in¬ 
nocence of any crime. 


Support from unions in 
numerous countries has 
been a feature of the inter¬ 
national campaign to free 
Mumia, and this includes 
New Zealand. 

Council of Trade Unions 
(CTU) Campaign coordina¬ 
tor Michael Gilchrist assured 
the meeting of CTU support, 
which he hoped would be 
strengthened by the passing 
of an appropriate remit at 
the CTU biannual confer¬ 
ence in October. 

“A remit passed at that 
conference would help in 
taking the facts of this in¬ 
justice out to rank and file 
CTU members”. Michael 
told Socialist Worker. 
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what we think 


How can workers win more from Labour? 


THE LABOUR-LED coali¬ 
tion's second Budget will 
be delivered on May 24, as 
our coverage on pages 4 
and 5 shows, there's little to 
celebrate. 

For workers, students and 
beneficiaries to get a fair deal 
out of the government we 
voted for we have to take ac¬ 
tion on our own behalf. 

Some Alliance MPs and, 
more often, Green MPs have 
condemned Labour's many 
failures. 

But harsh words are not 


enough to move Labour from 
it's "business first" direction. 

Laila Harre, Alliance MP 
and women's affairs minister, 
stated at Auckland's May Day 
rally that the fight for em¬ 
ployer-funded paid parental 
leave was not over. She said 
more protests on the streets 
were needed. 

Left wing politicians and 
union leaders need to make 
more of these calls. And then 
back them up by organising 
action. 

Every time Labour looks 


like backing down to busi¬ 
ness pressure workers need to 
make our voices heard. 

What's the best way of do¬ 
ing that? 

Lobbying the government 
is not enough. Mass demon¬ 
strations are the best way to 
get our message across. 

But a determined govern¬ 
ment can ignore demonstra¬ 
tions. 

And for workers there is 
always the problem of how to 
find time to protest. 

That's why it's vital that 


workers win back the free¬ 
dom to strike over political 
and social issues. 

Thanks to Labour's Employ¬ 
ment Relations Act, these and 
most other kinds of strikes 
are illegal. 

Going on strike not only 
lets workers raise our voices 
on the street, it also shuts 
down the economic produc¬ 
tion on which the capitalist 
system is based. 

Shutting off the flow of 
profits gives workers the real 
teeth we need to fight. 


socialism 2001 



CAPITALISM 


Hosted by Socialist Workers Organisation. 
Entry by koha. Child care & meals available. 


•THE THINKING 
ACTIVIST’S HUI 

★ Globalised resistance - the 
challenge to corporate power * Is 

the future Green? - Marxism & the 
environment ★ No human is illegal 
- unionising Latino ‘illegals’ in LA 

★ Harry Holland - the only socialist 
to lead the NZ Labour Party ★ Third 
World debt & workers’ exploitation 

★ Art & struggle - the 1960s & 
now ★ Is anarchism an alternative 
to Leninism? ★ Labour & Alliance 


RESERVE A PLACE. BOOK NOW. 

□ Phone Socialist Centre (09) 634 3984 


in government - prospects for 
reformism ★ Voices from the 
trenches ★ Socialists & the new 
radicalism it The holocausts of 


□ Email Michelle at einnoc74@hotmail.com 

□ Write P0 Box 13-685 Auckland 


19th century colonialism - India, 
China & New Zealand ★ and much, 
much, much more... 


22-24 June in Auckland 


Trades Hall, 147 Great North Rd, City 

Starts 8pm Friday • 9.30am Saturday & Sunday • social on Sat evening 
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53 years of Palestinian resistance 


EACH YEAR in May, as the Israelis celebrate independence, Palestinians commemorate Al 
Nakba—the Catastrophe—when they were robbed of their land and forced into exile. Here 
we re-print two articles about the founding of the Israeli state. 

Under siege in their own land 


Extracts from an interview by DAVID BARSA- 
MIAN with EDWARD SAID, the world famous 
Palestinian writer and activist. 

YOU CAN not understand what’s happening 
today and the situation of the Palestinians un¬ 
less you understand what happened in 1948. 

A society made up principally of Arabs 
in Palestine was uprooted and destroyed. 
Two-thirds of the Arab population of 870,000 
people was driven out by design. 

By the end of the conflict in 1948, Pales¬ 
tinians were a minority in their own country. 
Two-thirds of them had become refugees. 

The balance of people became subject to 
the Israeli military occupation in 1967 when 
the West Bank and Gaza, along with Jerusa¬ 
lem, were taken over and occupied. 

In 1948 with the founding of Israel, 78% 
of historic Palestine that was Arab became 
Israeli. This the Palestinians have conceded. 

The West Bank and Gaza together con¬ 
stitute 22% of historical Palestine, and this is 
what the current fight is over. 

The Palestinians are not fighting over the 
78% that they’ve already lost. They’re fight¬ 
ing over the 22% that remains. Of this, the 


Israelis still control 60% of the West Bank 
and 40% of Gaza. 

So if there was ever a Palestinian state, 
there would be no contiguous territory. It 
would all be chopped into little pieces, con¬ 
trolled by roads, which Israelis have built and 
which now encircle each of the Palestinian 
areas. 

This is why Palestinians today are besieged 
within their own territory. The Israelis have 
made it impossible for Palestinians to move 
from one area to another. 

Greater Jerusalem, roughly 4% of the 
whole territory, has been annexed by Israel 
and the Israelis do not plan to give it back. 
Security and borders are under Israeli control. 
Even today Yasir Arafat can’t go in and out 
of Gaza without Israeli permission. 

They can shut down the airport and the 
territory so people can’t move. In effect, they 
are being choked to death. 

Today media coverage portrays the idea 
that Arabs and Jews are simply back at it 
again, giving the notion that there are two 
equal sides and that one side is beset and 
being victimised-the Israelis. 

The Israeli army is called the Israeli De¬ 



fence Forces. They are presented as having 
a defensive position, protecting Israel from 
the Palestinians. 

Yet the Palestinians have no weapons to 
speak of except for some small arms among 
the police. It’s been a population of stone¬ 
throwing youths against Israeli missiles, heli¬ 
copter gunships, tanks, and rockets. 

The most important thing is that all the 
fighting has taken place inside Palestine. This 
is an occupation force inside Palestinian ter¬ 
ritory, the Palestinians are resisting military 
occupation and the Israelis are prolonging the 
occupation, making the civilian population 
pay the price of resistance. 
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The bloody birth of Israel 


From The New Intifada by 

ANNE ALEXANDER 

A MIXTURE of terror and 
propaganda by the Zionists 
emptied the cities and villages 
in large parts of Palestine. 

The village of Deir Yassin 
was singled out for attack by 
the right wing Irgun and Stern 
militias. 

A scene from these events 
of 1948 is described by an ob¬ 
server form the Red Cross: 

"The first room was dark; 
everything was in disorder 
but there was no one. In the 
second, amid disembowelled 
furniture and all sorts of de¬ 
bris, I found some bodies cold. 
Here the 'cleaning up' had 
been done with machine-guns, 
then hand grenades. It had 
been finished off with knives, 
anyone could see that... there 
had been 400 people in this vil¬ 
lage; about 50 had escaped. All 
the rest had been deliberately 
massacred in cold blood, for as 
I observed for myself, this gang 
was admirably disciplined and 
acted only under orders." 

The seizure of Palestine 
had effectively received offi¬ 
cial backing from the United 
Nations, which proposed to 


divide the country between 
the Jewish settlers and the 
Palestinians in 1947. 

The UN partition plan made 
huge concessions to the Zion¬ 
ists, giving them control of 
57% of the land although the 
Jewish settlers only accounted 
for 30 % of the population. 

The neighbouring Arab 
states sent troops into Pal¬ 
estine, but the contest was 
always an unequal one. 

The Zionists had been stock¬ 
piling weapons for years. In 
1945 alone they spent nearly 
$1 million on munitions equip¬ 
ment. 

The Arab armies were 
demoralised and poorly 
equipped. Even as the first 
Arab troops advanced, Jor¬ 
dan's rulers were in peace 
negotiations. 

The land grab continued 
with the Six Day War in 1967. 

Israel took control of the 
West Bank of Jordan, East 
Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip and 
the Golan Heights over look¬ 
ing Galilee after defeating the 
Egyptian and Syrian armies 
in a lightning war. Hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians 
found themselves living under 
direct Israeli occupation. 
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Solidarity in Israel 


by CHANIE ROSENBERG 

I HAVE just returned from a visit 
to a sister in Be'er Sheba in the 
south of Israel. During my stay 
the Arab Land Day demonstra¬ 
tions took place to protest at 
Israel's annexation of Palestin¬ 
ian lands over the years, and 
the deaths that occurred in their 
acquisition. 

For the first time in this an¬ 
nual event important sections of 
the Jewish left participated, the 
biggest being Peace Now. Their 
object is twofold-solidarity with 
the protesting Palestinians, and 
the need to form a shield for the 
Palestinians against Israeli guns. 

A very large demonstration 
took place in the north of the 
country. 

I joined some other Jews in 
a smaller demonstration in the 
south, of Bedouins protesting 
against the non-recognition by 
the Israeli government of 40 
Bedouin villages. 

Non-recognition means the 
villages get no government serv¬ 
ices at all, and are thus without 
water, electricity or building 
licences. 

A Bedouin student at Be’er 
Sheba University, who was asked 
about using a computer for his 


studies, replied, “I can’t. There’s 
no electricity.” 

Many of the villagers live 
in corrugated iron, cardboard 
or black plastic shacks, like so 
many of the black South African 
homeless. 

The Bedouins’ demonstration 
consisted of a group of activists 
going to 25 of the unrecognised 
villages, all of which contributed 
something practical for their vil¬ 
lage to the day. 

The first village we went to, 
set back a couple of hundred 
yards from a main road, put up a 
big sign by the main road with its 
name writ large—thus announc¬ 
ing its existence—and planted an 
olive tree to celebrate. Its days of 
recognised glory will no doubt be 
few before the Israeli authorities 
tear it down. 

The second village was tar- 
macking a road to itself from the 
main road. The third was build¬ 
ing a ford across a winter river so 
that children from the other side 
could cross to go to school, which 
they had to miss when the rains 
came. And so it went on. 

It was fascinating to see the 
determination of the Bedouins 
to secure recognition from the 
government and their direct 
action to achieve this. Many 


the new 
intifada 


Israel, imperialism and 
Palestinian resistance 


by ANNE ALEXANDER 

$3 including postage from 
Box 13-685 Auckland 



say if they don’t get recognition 
there will be a riot, adding to 
the intifada in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

So the Israeli government has 
recently recognised three of the 
villages. 

The second demonstration 
I went on consisted of 16 Jew¬ 
ish demonstrators holding up 
anti-Israeli placards for an hour 
once a week at a busy intersec¬ 
tion where cars have to stop at 
the lights. 

Their placards demanded ac¬ 
tion such as bringing the soldiers 
back from the settlements [of 
Israelis in occupied Palestine], 
and compensation for any settler 
wanting to return home. 

Such actions would consider¬ 


ably weaken the settlements and 
reverse their expansion. There 
are also a large number of infor¬ 
mal Jewish charity organisations 
to feed the Palestinians as the 
Israelis have closed the borders 
to Arab workers in Israel, where 
most of them work. 

Alongside this there are Jew¬ 
ish groups devoted to rebuilding 
Palestinian homes smashed up 
by Israeli troops and rebuild¬ 
ing roads broken up so as to be 
impassable. 

The Palestinians will fight on 
for justice. 

A minority of Israeli Jews 
actively support the Palestinians. 
I was very happy to be part of 
the growing protests in solidarity 
with the Palestinians in Israel. 


international 


Fighting in Macedonia 



MACEDONIAN TROOPS on the move 


by DRAGAN PLAVSIC 

THE FORMER Yugoslavia is once again being 
torn apart by ethnic fighting. Once again 
government troops are shelling villages to 
attack ethnic Albanian guerillas, demanding 
independence. 

But unlike two years ago, its the govern¬ 
ment of Macedonia—one of the smallest 
and poorest of the former Yugoslav states. 
And, unlike two years ago, Nato is backing 
the government, not the rebels. 

This time Nato is even working with the 
Serbian army—demonized for committing 
war crimes against Albanians just two years 
ago—to "contain" the Albanian rebels in 


Serbia's boarder region. 

This return to war in the region is a direct 
result of Western intervention in the Balkans 
since the late 1980s, especially Nato's war 
against Serbia in 1999 and the subsequent 
occupation of Kosovo. 

Nato then used the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) as its "eyes and ears" in its fight 
against the Serbian army. Once the war was 
over K-For did little to stop horrific ethnic 
cleansing, this time of Serbs and Roma 
(gypsies). 

Although it was disbanded in name, in 
practice the KLA has continued to exercise 
power and has turned its attention to fight¬ 
ing against Serbia in the Albanian dominated 
areas of south Serbia. 

The aim was clear—to win all the ethnic 
Albanian areas in other countries as part of 
a "greater Albania". 

We were told that the removal of Milo¬ 
sevic would end wars in the Balkans. Instead 
the wars continue, not because of some in¬ 
exorable drive to war by the Balkan peoples 
but because all the supposed "solutions" to 
the region's problems have failed. 


That is because they are based on further 
partition and ethnic cleansing, and on a cor¬ 
rupt system of international protectorates in 
Bosnia and Kosovo, plus weak pro-western 
governments in a series of poor and war- 
damaged states. Further ethnic tensions 
are therefore inherent in the situation as 
each ethnic group defines its interests in 
opposition to all others and in terms of 
compensation. 

The consequences in Macedonia are es¬ 
pecially frightening. 

Ethnic Albanians there have real griev¬ 
ances, especially the discrimination against 
their language, but war or partition can 
solve none of these grievances. The regional 
powers, Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey, may 
intervene if there is a war. Already Turkish 
prime minister Bulent Ecevit has said, "The 
Balkans cannot endure a new war." 

Nato's war and the continued Western 
presence have only exacerbated the prob¬ 
lems. It is time for the people of the Balkans 
to look for an alternative, based on a socialist 
federation of all the ethnic groups across the 
region all having full equal rights. 


21 May 2001 SOCIALIST WORKER 5 


















Michael Cullen's second Budget 

PRO-WORKER POLICIES SHOT DOWN 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

WITH THE economy supposedly in good shape, and a big budget surplus forecast, this 
Budget gave the government a clear opportunity to introduce policies to help working 
class people. 

Yet Helen Clark has shot down one policy after another. 

These included; 

• Taking the Community Services Card away from 48,000 low-income workers, denying 
them health subsidies. This "saved" a mere $14 million. 

• Rejecting the Alliance's proposal to provide free doctor's visits to children under 18. 

• Refusing to reinstating the emergency unemployment benefit for all students over 
the summer. 

• Declaring that paid parental leave will be "phased in" over several years. 

On top of these outrages the government continues to under-fund hospitals, which are 
now an estimated $60 million in deficit. 

The excuse used by Clark is that there is not enough money to do everything in the 
first term and we must be patient. 

But the reality is that the health and well-being of ordinary people is simply not the 
top priority for Labour. 

Ever since the "falling business confidence" last year the pattern has been the same. 
Bosses first, and workers a distant second, if it all. 

The government's slowness in introducing pro-worker policies can be contrasted 
with the speed with which money is being handed out to business through government 
scheme's like "Grants for Private Sector Research and Development". 

Businesses have received $10.5 million in corporate welfare in just 7 months, on top 
of $25.5 million handed out by Technology New Zealand over the past year. 

Extra defence spending was prioritised because the capitalist class in New Zealand, in 
partnership with the Australia and the US, wishes to look after its economic and strategic 
interests in the Asia-Pacific region. 

During the Waterfront Workers' dispute with Carter Holt Harvey the numbers of police 
mobilised to break pickets at South Island ports stretched police resources. 

Now money has been set aside for the recruitment of 600-700 more police. 

Labour's second Budget shows that they are prepared to sacrifice policies that would 
benefit workers in order to keep business happy. 


The money is there, tax the rich 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 
& MICHELLE STELTER 

LEADING UP to the Budget, 
the government tried to ex¬ 
plain away the lack of pro¬ 
worker policies by saying that 
there was not enough money 
available. 

This is quite simply a lie. 

Firstly, the government's 
new spending restraints are 
self-imposed. 

In Labour's first Budget 
Michael Cullen announced 
that new spending would be 
limited to $5.9 billion over 3 
years. Most of this was used 
in the first Budget, leaving 
roughly $500 million to be 


allocated for each of the next 
two years. 

However, this still leaves a 
billion dollar surplus, which 
Labour refuses to spend. 

Business lobby groups are 
now demanding a further 
cut in the company tax rate 
from-from 33% to 30%. The 
bosses maintain that this will 
lead to more investment, 
more growth and improved 
tax revenues. 

As Paul Goulter, the Coun¬ 
cil of Trade Unions (CTU) 
secretary pointed out, "Last 
time there was a big cut in 
the company tax rate it did 
not result in higher wages or 
a flow-on effect throughout 


the economy". 

He added, that the cost of 
such a tax cut would be $450 
million, which would betaken 
out of social spending. 

Labour was elected to re¬ 
verse years of attacks on work¬ 
ers, it needs to raise taxes on 
the rich not lower them. 

The bosses are only too 
ready to put demands on 
the government. It's time for 
workers to do the same. 

We must follow the ex¬ 
ample of the growing anti¬ 
capitalist movement around 
the world and fight in the 
workplace and on the streets 
for policies that put people 
ahead of profits. 



HELEN CLARK greets JOHN HOOD, formerly Fletcher Challenge's man on the Business Round 
Table, now head of Auckland University, at last October's Business to Government Forum. The 
forum was hosted by the government so the country's top capitalists could tell them what 
policies they wanted from Labour. 


Now you see it, now you don't— 
the mystery of paid parental leave 


by MICHELLE STELTER 
& KANE FORBES 

YOU COULD be excused 
at the moment for being 
confused over the gov¬ 
ernment's plans for paid 
parental leave (PPL). 

After a long campaign 
both in parliament and at 
the grassroots, Alliance 
MP Laila Harre announced 
that some form of PPL 
would be in effect by April 
2002 . 

Then, just days latter, 
Helen Clark announced 
that the scheme would 
be introduced over a two, 
three or four year period. 
She justified this by saying 
“you can’t go from nothing 
to nirvana in one leap”. 

The future of PPL, espe¬ 


cially the details, remains 
unclear. 

What seems certain is 
that Labour has rejected 
calls by the Alliance and 
unions to make PPL a right 
of employment funded by a 
levy on employers and run 
through ACC. 

Instead, Labour want 
PPL to be a benefit—not 
a right—coming out of 
general taxation. 

This not only lets bosses 
off the hook, it has also 
given Labour the opportu¬ 
nity to hold up the policy, 
because they now claim 
that they can’t afford it. 

The United Nations Hu¬ 
man Rights Charter and 
the International Labour 
Organisation both specify 
14 weeks paid leave as a 


minimum standard. And 
this is well below what’s 
available in many other 
countries. 

One writer to the NZ 
Herald letters page said 
it best when he stated: 
“Phasing in 12 weeks 
leave is not an option for 
consideration—it should 
be a minimum to be built 
on in coming years rather 
than a maximum to work 
towards in three to four 
years”. 

Trade unions have 
played a key role in the 
PPL campaign so far, now 
union leaders should take 
a strong lead in continuing 
the fight for a decent provi¬ 
sion in this budget, not one 
two or three years down 
the track. 


Guns before health 


Labour blackmails universities & polytechs 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

BEFORE THE Labour / 
Alliance coalition’s sec¬ 
ond Budget, on May 24, 
Treasurer Michael Cullen 
announced that the gov¬ 
ernment had gone over 
its self-imposed spending 
limit by $270 million. 

What was the cause 
of this uncharacteristic 
spend-up by Dr Cullen? 

Was it giving lire fight¬ 
ers their first pay increase 
in ten years? Was it 
restoring free education or 
reducing school class sizes? 
Or cutting hospital waiting 
lists? No, no and no! 

$202 million of the 
budget “blow out” has 
gone to finance the mili¬ 
tary. 

Despite the much pub¬ 
licised scrapping of fighter 
planes, military spending 

V 


is getting a massive boost. 

Part of this is to cover 
the cost of keeping troops 
in East Timor, ensuring 
that when that country 
becomes independent 
it will be dominated by 
Western multinationals 
and follow free market 
policies. 

Soldiers were also 
given a pay rise. 

The rest is being spent 
on armoured personnel 
carries other equipment 
to gear-up the army for 
future overseas “interven¬ 
tions”. 

That Labour was will¬ 
ing to break its spend¬ 
ing limits to finance the 
state’s killing machine, 
instead of providing bet¬ 
ter health care, is a kick in 
the face for workers who 
voted them in at the last 
election. 
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by VAUGHAN GUNSON 
& DAVID COLYER 

LABOUR'S SECOND Budget 
shows a government squeez¬ 
ing education spending. 

They are again trying to 
force tertiary institutions into 
a deal; in exchange for freez¬ 
ing fees at their current level, 
Universities and Polytechs 
will receive a 2.8% increase 
in funding. 

This won’t even keep pace 
with inflation, so it’s really a 
funding cut. It will be consider¬ 
ably less than the 7% institu¬ 
tions say they need. 

If tertiary institutions 
refuse, Labour is threaten¬ 
ing to take away last year’s 
funding “increase”—an ac¬ 
tual loss of 5.1%. That’s pure 
blackmail. 

The freezing of fees at their 
present level is a small conso¬ 
lation for students. But they 
will pay for it in the quality of 
there education as institutions 


are forced to make cut backs. 

For the first time university 
managers are taking action. 

Canterbury University will 
shut down for half a day on 
Friday May 25 in protest of 
the deal. 

Vice-Chancellor Daryl Le 
Grew warned “the situation is 
precarious, and I’m moved to 
take drastic action to bring our 
plight to the government and 
to the community.” 

He said systematic under- 
funding, inflation, and currency 
devaluation had brought the 
university to the end of its 
tether, and it needed an extra 
$10.5m to compensate for last 
year’s deal and cover next 
year’s costs. 

Two years ago, when stu¬ 
dents occupied the university’s 
administration building in 
protest against massive fee 
rises introduced by Le Grew, 
he ruled out this sort of ac¬ 
tion. His record suggests that 
his change of heart has more 


to do with wanting more cash 
for corporate-style expansion 
than any genuine concern for 
students. 

Nevertheless, it is true that 
that students, staff and man¬ 
agement all want more money 
from government. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S 
heavy handed treatment of the 
public tertiary education sec¬ 
tor is in stark contrast to their 
treatment of profit making 
education businesses, known 
as Private Training Establish¬ 
ments (PTEs). 

In 1999, PTEs received 
$16.8 million, this year they 
will get $128.4 million. An in¬ 
crease in funding of664%, well 
above the approximate 100% 
increase in student numbers. 
The extra millions are a direct 
contribution to the capital 
costs of the PTEs, which are 
businesses seeking to make a 


Canterbury Students As¬ 
sociation president Jarrod 
Gilbert said “the government 
is attempting to drive a wedge 
between students and universi¬ 
ties and it won’t succeed. We 
need to stand together to pro¬ 
tect our shared interests.” 


profit from students’ educa¬ 
tion. 

Neville Blampied, National 
President of the Association 
of University Staff has said, 
“This stupendous increase [in 
funding to PTEs] has come at 
a time when the public tertiary 
institutions have come under 
serious funding pressure”. 

“Returning the capital pay¬ 
ments from PTEs to the public 
sector would be a tangible 
demonstration of the Govern¬ 
ment’s commitment to public 
tertiary education which has so 
far been conspicuously lack¬ 
ing,” he said. 


Pay-outs for profit makers 
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what socialists say 


Mikhail Bakunin—anarchist founder 


by KEVIN OVENDEN 

MIKHAIL BAKUNIN is one of 
the best known founders of 
anarchism. 

Bakunin was born into a well 
to do Russian family in 1814. 
But he broke with his back¬ 
ground to take part in many of 
the workers’ struggles against 
capitalism in the 19 th century. 

In the process he developed 
his “anarchist” ideas, which at 
various points since have been 
held up as an alternative to 
Marxism as a guide to over¬ 
throwing capitalism. 

Karl Marx and Mikhail 
Bakunin had much in common. 
They were much the same age 
and lived through the same 
events. 

They were both influenced by 
the early 19 lh century critics of 
capitalism, known as the utopian 
socialists. 

Marx and Bakunin were both 
revolutionaries. They met in 1844 
in Paris and fought in the wave 
of revolutions against the Euro¬ 
pean monarchies in 1847-49. 

But despite this common 
ground they drew different 
conclusions about how to defeat 
capitalism. 

Marx saw how the growing 
industrial working class had 
the power to bring capitalism 
to a halt. 

Bakunin thought that the fac¬ 
tory workers tended to be “cor¬ 


rupted” by capitalism. He looked 
instead to peasants and poor city 
dwellers who were on the mar¬ 
gins of the working class. 

Despite his views, Bakunin 
became drawn to workers’ strug¬ 
gles as they did indeed move 
centre stage. 

The greatest workers’ strug¬ 
gle of the 19 lh century was the 
Paris Commune of 1871. 

It showed the differences 
between Marx and Bakunin 
sharply. 

The working class and poor 
of Paris rose up that year and 
managed to hold on to the city 
from 18 March to 21 May. They 
established a new form of politi¬ 
cal power. 

Delegates were elected, but 
could be recalled immediately 
by the electorate. They were paid 
the average worker’s wage. 

The Commune broke the 
old capitalist state machine 
and began replacing many of 
its functions with new forms of 
organisation. 

For Marx, it became the mod¬ 
el of how workers could form 
their own political power, a 
workers’ state, and use it to crush 
the capitalists. 

They could then move to¬ 
wards a society where class 
divisions were abolished and 
production was for need, not 
profit. 

Marx’s main criticism of the 
Commune was that it did not 


centralise its power and use 
it to the full. That allowed the 
French state to eventually crush 
the Commune, drowning it in 
blood. 

Bakunin, however, took a dif¬ 
ferent view. 

He argued that the problem 
facing the mass of people was 
not really capitalism, but author¬ 
ity—any exercise of power over 
other people. 

At first glance there does 
not seem to be much of a dif¬ 
ference. 

All socialists reject the “au¬ 
thority” of the boss, the police, 
the head teacher and so on. 

But Bakunin, and anarchists, 
said any form of authority breeds 
exploitation and oppression. 

Denouncing all “authori¬ 
tarianism” could sound super¬ 
ficially radical. But fighting the 
capitalists requires organised 
power—the picket line in a 
strike, majority decisions at 
mass meetings, occupations, 
militant mass demonstrations 
which unite against the enemy, 
and so on. 

Bakunin, like every serious 
anarchist, in practice recognised 
this. 

He travelled to the French 
city of Lyons the year before the 
Paris Commune to put himself at 
the head of a short lived upris¬ 
ing. He announced that the state 
was “abolished” and with it all 
“authoritarianism”. 



BAKUNIN 


He then called for capital 
punishment for anyone who “in¬ 
terfered in any way whatsoever” 
with the new society he and his 
20 supporters had declared! 

The death penalty is, of course, 
a highly authoritarian act. 

Marx saw how workers could 
establish a collective democratic 
power. He called for socialists to 
be organised openly inside the 
working class. 

A revolutionary party had to 
fight over every political ques¬ 
tion and seek to win over the 
mass of workers. 

Bakunin’s alternative was 
hopelessly contradictory, less 
than revolutionary and highly 
authoritarian. 

He rejected democracy as 
the authoritarian rule of the 
majority over the minority. So 
his own political organisation 
was undemocratic. 

He thought that 100 mem¬ 
bers of his secret International 
Brotherhood, with half a dozen 
people issuing orders, could act 
as “invisible pilots” directing 
mass struggles. 

He attacked Marx for “teach¬ 
ing the workers theories”. 

Bakunin believed people 
should just rely on instinct in¬ 
stead. He thought revolutionar¬ 
ies would gain influence by voic¬ 
ing “the instincts of the people” 
rather than by open argument in 
mass democratic organisations. 

So he spent his life rushing 
from one place to another trying 
to artificially spark uprisings. 

He died in 1876, bitter at the 
mass of people for not listening 
to him. 

Bakunin is a symbol of revo¬ 
lutionary opposition to capital¬ 
ism. But his ideas do not offer a 
way to overthrow it. 



PARIS COMMUNE: Workers took power for the first time in history 
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In the eye of the storm 



LATE VICTORIAN HOLOCAUSTS 
Mike Davis 

reviewed by MIKE GONZALEZ 

IT IS sometimes deeply painful 
to read this extraordinary book, 
but most of the time it provokes 
anger and revulsion. 

On the surface it is a book 
about climate and the ravag¬ 
es that nature can produce 
when air masses gather over 
the oceans, scoop up great 
banks of warm water and hurl 
them at the coasts of Latin 
America. El Nino they call it—or, 
even more neutrally, ENSO [El 
Nino Southern Oscillation], Its 
dynamics have only been fully 
identified in recent years, but it 
has been happening in regular 
and documented cycles for cen¬ 
turies, bringing destruction and 
drought in its wake. 

And yet...here's the curious 
contradiction. It reached its most 
destructive peak a century ago, 
just when the British Crown was 
preparing to celebrate Victoria's 
Jubilee and announcing to the 
world how Britain had dragged 
India kicking and screaming into 
the modern world. 

China too was enjoying the 
benefits of western interven¬ 
tion. Gunboats and opium wars 
had won for foreign capital, and 
Germany and Britain in particular, 
control over China's vast tracts of 
cultivable land and, crucially, over 
its water. 

And across the world in Brazil, 
droughts scorched the north east 
and drove millions towards the 
cities or the jungles. Here too 
the response was determined by 
British and European financiers 
and bankers concerned only with 
sugar exports. 

So, on the one hand, railways 
were being introduced on a 
large scale into China and India, 
new engineering projects were 
creating dams and canal systems, 
and these countries—and the 
rest of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America—were being integrated 
into an international system of 
manufacture and trade. On the 
other hand, famine, drought, 
disease and malnutrition were 
claiming new victims in numbers 
it is almost impossible to imagine 
even now. 

Davis's book is peppered with 
illustrations of starving skeletal 
figures—the captions tell you 
that they represent almost every 
country in the non-European 
world. They are familiar enough 


to us, those bloated faces with 
their dead eyes. We have heard 
the descriptions of the floods, 
landslides and earthquakes as 
the revenge of an unpredictable, 
remorseless nature—and the 
reassurance that "we are send¬ 
ing aid". 

Davis unmasks the hypocrisy 
and cynicism of the politicians 
and the "aid" givers. By looking 
back a century he identifies the 
beginning of this terrible chain 
of hunger and famine, not in 
some primitive nature, but in the 
dynamics of a capitalism that had 
set about devouring the globe. 

Famine and ecological crisis 
are not new phenomena. But 
as Davis shows, the impact of 
the regular assaults of El Nino 
through history was less in the 
past, because in China there were 
huge granaries and sophisticated 
systems of water transport to 
move supplies quickly to places 
of need. In India local rulers ac¬ 
cepted some responsibility for 
the relief of famine. Peasants and 
their communities adjusted the 
crops they cultivated to environ¬ 
mental change, and diversified 
what they produced so that if 
the millet crop failed they could 
sell their handcrafted textiles and 
buy food. 

This is not to idealise despots 
or to deny how harsh and pre¬ 
carious were the conditions of 
survival of peasant farmers. But 
it does recognise that communal 
structures did exist to limit the 
effect of drought and hunger. 

When the British arrived in 
India they destroyed those struc¬ 
tures, imposed the cultivation of 
export crops by force of arms, 
and created new tax structures 
that priced local producers out 
of business but protected the 
Lancashire cotton manufacturers 
who exported their cloth to the 
sub-continent. 

Their aid, or "relief", went 
only to those who could work 
(they had to pass a "distance 
test", a ten-mile walk, before 
they were eligible for below 
starvation wages). In China the 
land was given over to growing 
opium, an export crop that could 
not be exchanged for food. 

The indictment is constructed 
chapter by chapter. The great 
hungers, Davis says, "have al¬ 
ways been redistributive class 
struggles". 

It is the scale of devastation 
that is most shocking. In 1879, 
1 percent of the population of 


FAMINE VICTIMS 

Morocco died every day. In India 
12 to 16 million died of hunger 
while Victoria was celebrating 
her Jubilee. In the Philippines the 
occupying US forces in 1898-99 
used disease as a weapon against 
national resistance. The book is 
bursting with examples. 

On the other hand, there 
was always resistance, struggles 
that ended in a terrible scale of 
death and repression. The Taip- 
ing rebellion in mid-19th century 
China took on the landlords and 
advocated common ownership of 
land. It was defeated in a blood¬ 
bath of around 30 million. 

In Brazil the egalitarian com¬ 
munity of refugees and the 
landless poor at Canudos, in the 
sertao of the north east, was 
crushed, finally, by the full might 
of a British-financed Brazilian 
army, leaving only one old man 
alive to tell the tale. 

Late Victorian Holocausts is a 
very important book. To those 
who have demonstrated their 
horror at the waste of life from 
Rwanda to El Salvador, at pollu¬ 
tion and environmental destruc¬ 
tion, it answers the question, 
why? It is not nature that is 
responsible. 

When Lord Kitchener heard 
that hundreds of thousands were 
dying in Egypt, he ordered that 
they should be left to die—a 
starving army, after all, is easier 
to defeat. In Vietnam the US 
army did not just destroy the 
food the Vietnamese might have 
eaten, but poisoned the land for 
a generation. In Iraq in 2001 the 
refusal to send medicines to stop 
the unnecessary death of a mil¬ 
lion children continues the poli¬ 
cies of Lord Lytton in India and 
Kitchener in Egypt. Disease and 
hunger are weapons deployed 
throughout the history of the 
conquest of world markets by 
a capitalism "red in tooth and 
claw". 


MIKE DAVIS is a socialist his¬ 
torian from the US, his partner, 
ALESSANDRA MOCTEZU- 
MA, is an artist and union activ¬ 
ist. They are touring Aotearoa 
over the next month. 

They will be speaking in 
Auckland, Hamilton, Rotorua, 
Palmerston North, Wellington, 
Christchurch and Dunedin. 

Together or individually, 
they will be speaking about: the 
anti-capitalist movement in the 
USA, art & struggle, organising 
Latino workers in Los Angeles 
and the holocausts of 19 th cen¬ 
tury colonialism. 

For details contact your nearest 
SWO branch or phone Kane: 
(09) 634 3984, or email: social- 
ist-worker@pl.net. 


THE 

HOLOCAUSTS Of 
1S ,b CEHTUARY 
COLOHIALISM 

MIKE DAVIS 
NZ speaking lour 

CHRISTCHURCH Friday 1 Mae 

• 4pm, Rm 204, Te Ao Marama 
bldg Canterbury university. 
Sponsored by the Pacific Stud¬ 
ies Dept. 

Contact Darren: 379 0005. 

ROTORUA Monday 18 lune 

• 1pm at Waiariki Polytech, 
starting with a Maori welcome 
at the marae. Speakers: Mike 
Davis, Maori activist Annette 
Sykes, socialist Bernle Hornfec. 
Contact Bernie: 345 9853. 
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letters 


■ AGAINST 
LEGALISATION 

I HAVE been a Trade Un¬ 
ionist for most of my life, 
and very proud to be asso¬ 
ciated with “51 Wharfies”, 
Vietnam protests, 81 Spring¬ 
boks tour, Anti Contracts 
Act demon’s, Health march¬ 
es, petitions. Green Peace, 
and anti “Nukes”. 

Now I’d like to make it 
clear that I’ll have NOTH¬ 
ING to do the promoting or 
legalising of marijuana (can¬ 
nabis). If this is your policy 
I'll cancel it [subscription to 
Socialist Worker ] from now. 

“Those that the ‘gods’ 
want to destroy, they’ll first 
make mad.” 

Quote— [Socialist Worker] 
May 5 th “4,500 people die from 
alcohol each year and 231 
people die from tobacco.” 

Marijuana another drug 
rotting lungs (smoke) and the 
brain—(alcohol) combined. 

Many times I risked 
my own job covering and 
concealing fellow workers 
who came into work “high” 
or “relaxed” on “pot”! only 
50% with it. 

I am not a “stuffy wowser” 
but I do know that any drug 
made more easily (or any¬ 
thing) available the more it 
will be used or abused. That 
is why alcohol has become 
more of a problem than 
ever before. The rich “Beer 
Barons” are promoting and 
advertising as never before. 
Hooking and “conning” our 
younger people. Ruining 
their troubled lives. 

SARAH JEFFREY 
Taieri Mouth 

■ LETTER OF 
THANKS 

THIS IS a letter of thanks to 
acknowledge all comrades 
involved in their on going com¬ 
mitment, to produce the Social¬ 
ist Worker/ Kaimahi Whakahui- 
hui fortnightly paper. 

The paper provides in¬ 
formation for the left wing 
grassroots to enable informed 
debate and discussion within 
the wider community. 

This includes establishing 
common ground with other 


SOCIALIST WORKER is pleased to announce the re-birth of 
our letters page. 

A letters page allows readers to carry out debate and dis¬ 
cussion; share their views on issues not covered in articles in 
the paper; and give first-hand accounts of their experiences, 
especially struggles against the system. 

We encourage all our readers to contribute, hopefully mak¬ 
ing Socialist Worker a more interactive paper by doing so. 

The word limit is 300 words and letters may be edited if 
there is limited sapce. 

You can write to Box 13-685 Auckland; 

email socialist-worker@pl.net; or fax (09) 634 3936 


allies within the Anti- Capital¬ 
ism movement. 

Socialist Worker also deliv¬ 
ers the ammunition necessary 
to ensure Marxist-Leninist 
theory and practice are re¬ 
ported, discussed and shaped 
as the Anti-Capitalism move¬ 
ment intensifies. 

Keep up your great work in 
producing a paper to serve the 
proletarian of Aotearoa. 

VAUGHAN THOMAS 
Timaru 

■ ANTI-ANARCHIST 

IN REFERENCE to your 
article about the [Auckland] 
May Day march. 

Firstly, I agree with your 
analyses, that the SWO 
contingent brought a much 
needed anti-capitalist fla¬ 
vour and liveliness to the 
traditional May Day march. 

As a long time anti-cap and 
workers’ rights campaigner 
I was thrilled to see the two 
merging. I was also excited by 
the wide diversity of different 
groups present, from formal 
union delegations to refugee 
support groups and then, the 
anarchists which your article 
glorified with their actions 
outside McDonalds. 

Initially I welcomed 
their involvement with the 
march and was happy to see 
them there working in what 
seemed to be an unsectar¬ 
ian manner with the other 
groups. However their ap¬ 
proach and my warm feelings 
were not long lived. 

Their behaviour became 
so individualistic and sec¬ 
tarian that I and many of 
the people around me felt 
insulted by their presence 
toward the end. 

May Day is about unity, 


unity of workers, unity of 
action. The decision of four 
anarchists to first sit down 
in the middle of the road, 
a tactic I am not in anyway 
against if it is discussed and 
accepted by the majority 
and has a purpose, and then 
“scale” McDonalds were 
ridiculous. 

They were meaningless 
stunts that served no pur¬ 
pose other than to alienate 
themselves form the rest of 
the marchers. Yes the march 
stopped (several times) to 
ensure that they were not 
arrested, but this just shows 
that those marching under¬ 
stood much more clearly the 
idea of solidarity and unity 
than those fools. 

I have worked with many 
groups in the past includ¬ 
ing anarchists and have 
been happy to do so. But 
small groups that engage 
in individualist guerrillaist 
actions automatically section 
themselves off from any true 
involvement in the wider 
working class movement. 

ANTI CAPITALIST, 

ANTI ANARCHIST 
Auckland 

■ DEFENCE OR 
IMPERIALISM? 

LABOUR’S DEFENCE 
policy has predicably caused 
uproar from all sides of the 
political spectrum. 

From the Act Party 
attempting to revive the 
ANZUS Treaty to “left wing” 
media commentators inton¬ 
ing “political disagreements 
should cease at the water’s 
edge”the idea that the New 
Zealand military is purely a 
defence force is ingrained in 


the nation’s physique. 

Media and politicians have 
lately discovered “an arc” of 
instability that extends from 
Indonesia in the west through 
Bougainville and Fiji to Ta¬ 
hiti in the east Pacific. 

This alarmist spiel is sup¬ 
posed to convince the public 
that we need to spend more 
on defence or we will have 
envious, dangerous and un¬ 
democratic hordes invading 
our little piece of paradise. 

In fact the economic and 
military regional powers in 
the South Pacific, Australia 
and New Zealand are the 
cause of much of the instabil¬ 
ity not the solution. 

Big business from both of 
these countries control much 
of the South Pacific’s resourc¬ 
es and most of these states 
largely rely on Australia and 
New Zealand to buy their 
exports and to supply their 
imports. 

When the people of Bou¬ 
gainville kicked the Austral¬ 
ian mining giant Rio Tinto 
off their island and took over 
the copper mine in 1989 the 
Australian government armed 
and trained the military of 
their junior partner Papa 
New Guinea. 

This was in order to 
regain control of the island 
and make it safe for the 
multinational company to 
recommence operations but 
when this didn’t work the 
New Zealand military were 
finally sent in as “peace¬ 
keepers”. 

In October 2,000 in Ki¬ 
ribati at the Pacific Islands 
Forum 14 member-island 
states including Fiji and the 
Solomon’s were bullied into 
endorsing the “Biketawa 
Declaration” by the Austral¬ 
ian and New Zealand Prime 
Ministers Howard and Clark. 

This Declaration basi¬ 
cally provides the means 
for the two regional pow¬ 
ers to intervene when they 
feel that their interests are 
being challenged, in other 
words to protect the right 
of big business to exploit 
these countries which will 
of course inevitably trigger 
further resistance. 

MITCH GLOCKLING 
Wellington 
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talking union 


Ross Wilson was right 


by DON FRANKS 

IT WAS just a small meeting 
of unionists more than a year 
ago, but its worth recalling 
today. 

About a dozen of us sat in 
the Wellington district Coun¬ 
cil of Trade unions meet¬ 
ing discussing Labour's new 
industrial law with recently 
elected CTU President Ross 
Wilson. 

Not for the first time, I 
complained that Labours 
Employment Relations Act 
left most strikes just as illegal 
as they were under National's 
Employment Contracts Act, 
and argued that we should 
fight that injustice. 

I'd put this case before at 
other union meetings, and 
Ross was getting tired of 
hearing it. With some exas¬ 
peration he shot back: 

"Look, why does everything 
we do have to be legal?" 

Ross went on to note that 
unions have always had to 
battle on in spite of various 
anti-union laws, suggesting 
that unionism need not be¬ 
gin and end with what the 
law allows. 

Most people at the meet¬ 
ing nodded in agreement 
with Ross, and the discussion 
moved on to other aspects of 
the industrial laws. 

Ross Wilson was dead 
right, of course. There are 
times when the only way for 
unions can win a fight is by 
breaking through barriers 
raised by the law. 

In fact right now is just 
one of those times. 

The fight is the six month 
long struggle of the Water¬ 
front Workers Union against 
the imposition of casualisa- 
tion by the American owned 


forestry giant Carter Holt 
Harvey. 

The barrier is last Mon¬ 
day's High Court injunction 
banning union members 
from protests which involve 
any "conduct intended to 
hinder log loading." 

That injunction spells the 
end of the road for any legal 
victory for the unionists in 
this dispute. 

It should be realised by 
all workers that if this is al¬ 
lowed to be the end of the 
dispute, then every unionist 
in the country is the loser. 

A win to Carter Holt Har¬ 
vey will send a powerful 
signal to all big employers 
that the union movement is 
not a force to be feared. 

Some on the left have 
accused the CTU of "doing 
nothing" to help win the 
struggle. 

That comment isn't ac¬ 
curate. The CTU has ex¬ 
pended many hours and 
considerable money on the 
waterfront dispute, much 
of that in search of legal 
options and "good public¬ 
ity". Unfortunately those 
efforts have just not been 
effective. 

Its still possible for the 
unions to win this one. 

The waterfront is only 
one link in the huge chain 
of worksites connecting 
Carter Holt Harvey. Illegal 
multi-union bans on Carter 
Holt Harvey products would 
make the companies casu- 
alisation adventures uneco¬ 
nomic in very short order. 

The only way unions can 
now win this critical dispute 
is by acting on Ross Wilson's 
previous advice that not 
every union action has to be 
a legal one. 


Building 

AUCKLAND: Fri. 25 May, 8pm > 
at Trades Hall, 147 Great 

North Rd. 

fighting 

WELLINGTON: Tues. 12 June, 
7:30pm, Crossways, Eliza¬ 
beth St, Mt Victoria. 

unions: 

IA&NZ 

PALMERSTON NORTH: Thurs. 

14 June, 7pm, Alliance Rms, 

ASSANDRA MOCTEZUMA 

3rd 11,14-18 The Square. 


Socialist Workers Organisation 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and 
war. Although workers create society’s 
wealth, it is controlled by the ruling 
class for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of 
social wealth and democratically plans 
its production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This 
will eliminate all class divisions in 
society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have 
nothing to do with socialism. They 
are state capitalist. We support the 
struggles of workers against every 
dictatorial stalinist ruling class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 
The present system cannot be reformed 
to end exploitation and oppression, 
contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism's parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and work¬ 
ers militia. 


INTERNATIONALISM 
Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for 
socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We sup¬ 
port all genuine national liberation 
struggles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading work¬ 
ing class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 
We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used 
to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 

determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will 
only become a reality with the estab¬ 
lishment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working class 
have to be organised into a mass 
revolutionary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of 
building such a party through in¬ 
volvement in the day-to-day struggles 
of workers and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the 
Socialist Workers Organisation 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


• (Now 1 bigger, better branch) 
meets 7.30pm every Tuesday at the 
Methodist Mission, Queen St (opp. 
Town Hall). 

Phone Kane: 634 3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
Venue not yet arranged. 

Phone Gordon: 972 2296 for 
details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
in the International Room, 
University of Canterbury Students 
Association. 

Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in NZ and 
our sister organisations overseas 
can be contacted through the 
SWO's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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Kaimahi Whakahuihui 

JUSTICE FOR 


STEVEN WALLACE 

Independent public inquiry now 



by MICHELLE STELTER 

STEVEN WALLACE, 23, 
was shot dead by police 
officer, Keith Abbott on 
April 30 th 2000. 

His only crime was 
smashing windows with a 
baseball bat in the main 
street of his home town 
Waitara, but he was shot 
four times. 

Now one year later 
we are no closer to un¬ 
derstanding what hap¬ 
pened. 

Abbot has never faced 
charges for the killing. 
He was cleared of any 
wrong doing by the of¬ 
ficial investigation of the 
event—an “independent” 
police inquiry. 

This inquiry was re¬ 
viewed by the Police 
Complaints Authority 
(PCA) who accepted its 
findings. 

And what were the 
findings? 

All we know is that it 
cleared the police, no one 
is sure of the details. Un¬ 
der the PCA Act of 1988 
all matters subject to the 
review are deemed secret 
and none of its findings 
can be examined by the 
general public. 

The idea of any police 
inquiry into police actions 
being fair and independ¬ 
ent is ludicrous, it is like 
asking a fraudster to in¬ 
vestigate his or her own 
fraud. 

The PCA head, judge 
Neville Jaine, defends the 
use of police officers in 
his investigation because 
they have a “greater feel 
for what is going on in 
their organisation”. 

What kind of inde¬ 


pendence is that? They 
would also have motive 
and be more able to 
“overlook” evidence and 
hide the facts. 

In the last year, in a 
struggle to find the truth 
of events that night, the 
Wallace family has come 
under continual victimi¬ 
sation from police and 
their defenders in Wait¬ 
ara. 

Accusations of harass¬ 
ment were laid against 
them and their support¬ 
ers. 

The memorial placed 
at the sight of Steven’s 
murder was first vandal¬ 
ised and eventually stolen 
one night. 

Immediately after 
the shooting, the family 
started their own inquiry 
fearing (justifiably) that 
the police investigation 
would be a whitewash. 

But with the police 
information and evidence 
now secret, plus the huge 
financial burden involved, 
the Wallace family were 
left with few answers and 
even fewer options. 


They are now calling 
for a full independent 
public inquiry, paid for 
from government funds. 

Under current law this 
is not allowed for. 

The victims of police 


violence should be en¬ 
titled to an inquiry in¬ 
dependent of the police 
and their government 
agencies. 

To ensure this inquiry 
goes ahead it will take a 


lot of public pressure. To 
this end a petition is being 
circulated. 

The implications of 
this reach beyond just the 
Wallace case. 

As the Waterside 
Workers discovered, 
workers defending their 
rights with pickets and 
industrial action will al¬ 
ways be pitted against 
the police. 

If the Wallace family 
win a truly independent 
inquiry it will be a vic¬ 
tory for all working class 
people against the unac¬ 
countable powers of the 
police. 

So this petition needs 
to be circulated as widely 
as possible and, in par¬ 
ticular, endorsed by trade 
unions. 

The petition is available 
from the Communist 
Workers Group: 

Phone: 025 280 0080 
Write: Box 6595 Auckland 
Email: Cwgnz@pl.net 

Socialist Worker hopes to 
get copies soon. 



*IF YOU LIKED READING THIS PAPER, 
THEN SEND IN THIS FORM: 

□ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation 

□ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

Posted to you every fortni ght. Enclose $30 for year, $ 15 six months. 


NAME.. 


..PHONE. . 


ADDRESS..... 


| Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone: (09 ) 634 3984 Email: socialist-worker@pl.ret 




















